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     Freedom through Connection is so much 
more than our annual theme.  

     From the very beginning, Jesus let it be 
known that his mission was to set people 
free, and his means was connection.  

     The first thing Jesus did, when it came 
time for him to begin his earthly ministry, 
was to begin going from town to town in the region of 
Galilee. Why? In his own words to his disciples, he was 
“fishing for people,” gathering them, connecting them.   

     While in one of those small Galilean towns, he 
explained why more explicitly, using the words of Isaiah: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for I have been 
anointed to bring good news to the poor, freedom to the 
captives, sight to the blind (more freedom), freedom to 
the oppressed, to announce the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
The “year of the Lord’s favor” is a reference to the Year of 
Jubilee, from Leviticus. This was the year when all slaves 
were to be set free, all debts forgiven, all land returned to 
owners, and everyone would have a clean start. Freedom 
of all kinds, for all people. That was his mission. 

     Freedom was his mission, and the way he worked to 
accomplish it was to go from village to village connecting 
God’s people with God, with each other, and with 
themselves (their true identity). Even when he healed and 
forgave sins, he was enabling people to reconnect with 
their community who once had shunned away from them.  

     Freedom was his mission. Connection was his means. 
More specifically, now, our freedom is his mission. And, 
therefore, our connection is the true and lasting means of 
his church – connection to God, neighbor, and self.  

     Tremendously simple. Tremendously true. But allow me 
to flesh this out a little more.   

     Why would God want to bring more freedom to our 
lives? Well, the symptoms of his freedom tend to be inner 
peace, inner strength, fulfillment, courage, joy, hope, love, 
and the like. Is there really even a question here? God 
knows what we need, and God cares. In fact, if he does 
indeed care about us at all, then how could God not want 
to give us freedom?  

     And connection really is, in fact, his way of bring it to us. 
If you do not believe the teachings of our faith on this; or 
your own experience of how you are set free by 

connection with God, neighbor, and self; then 
consider the science. The longest, most          
in-depth study of human happiness and 
health in the history of the world was started 
over 80 years ago at Harvard University and is 
still going today. It is truly a remarkable work 
of science that literally involves studying the 

lives of thousands of people for over eight decades. 

     And what did all of this effort, study, and science find? 
Well, simply put, it found that Jesus really knew what he 
was doing. It proved for the world that, overwhelmingly, 
the most important thing a human being needs to live a 
blessed, healthy, and happy life, the thing that is clearly 
the most accurate indicator of whether someone will have 
a “good” life is… (drum roll) …connection! Relationship. 

     Because God loves us, he sent his son to set us free – 
free of the consequences of sin and of all things that 
disconnect us from himself, each other, and our true 
identities. And just as Jesus did when he began his earthly 
ministry, he continues to call his church to do forever. 

      Freedom through Connection—connection to God, 
neighbor, and self. It is not just our annual theme. It is 
God’s rescue mission, and it is our life together! My hope 
and prayer is that you will take a few minutes to discuss 
the ideas behind Freedom through Connection with those 
you love, and that you will decide to deliberately prioritize 
connection in your life this year. I also hope you will allow 
us to be a part of it! 

     In 2023, we will connect with God, self, and neighbor in 
renewed and awesome ways — weekly worship; group 
studies of bible & theology; prayer (i.e. our new Centering 
Prayer Group); mission opportunities like Guatemala; 
monthly churchwide fellowship events like the Progressive 
Dinner & the Kite Day at the Beach; monthly musical 
events; a new men’s fellowship group; an inaugural Arts 
and Crafts Festival; a 2024 trip to Israel, and all sorts of 
other connection opportunities.  

 Freedom through Connection! It is way more than our 
annual theme; it is our calling and joyful permission to join 
together to create a good, healthy, blessed living for 
ourselves and for as many others as we can. It is fishing 
season, and we are pumped about 2023 at Holy Cross! 
How about you?  
           Rob+ 
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Our Weekly Activities & Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 
 

February 
    Birthdays 
 

02 - Maria Bradley 
03 - Kathy Steenland 
05 - Rick Hardcastle 
05 - Pam James 
07 - Caiti Bollette 
07 - Aileen White 
07 - Gene Press 
08 - Jerry Robbirds 
10 - Ben Boyer 
12 - Zach Dake 
12 - Jerry Stoner 
14 - Johnny Armstrong 
14 - Israel Entrekin 
14 - Jerry Holzworth 
14 - Ed Hume 
14 - Ann Jewett 
18 - Michael Bellucci 
19 - Rachel Holder 
19 - Nate Winn 
20 - Tom Bossa 
20 - Frank Calhoun 
20 - Manuel Kimmons 
20 - Jemison Mims 
21 - John Holder 
25 - Isabelle Peterson 
26 - Fr. Rob Dixon 
27 - Ronda Hutchison 
27 - Diane Rickman-Buckalew 
 

 
 

 
 
February 
    Anniversaries 

 

06 - Michael & April Schantz 
    13 Years 
08 - Steve & Camille Lukow 
    20 Years! 
19 - Jeffrey & Amy Simpler 
    12 Years! 
 

  

Sunday, February 19, 2023 
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