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The Call of the Bells

It's not that I'm a fuddy-duddy, as every
"fuddy-duddy" claims about themselves.
However, Amanda and | made the choice not
to tell our children that Santa was real for our
own reasons, and we haven't regretted it. Yet,
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through another day, and living as a person
whose role and responsibility as a bishop
seemed important and worthy of prioritizing
above that of others, Nicholas took from his own
pocket that which could have benefited him and
gave it to another's need. The story of Nicholas
is not the story of a rich man (no offense Sandy

if I had to do it over again, | would handle one thing
differently. From the start, | would talk more to them about
the real power behind the story of Saint Nicholas.

It's worth noting that there are no historical documents
attesting to the existence of Saint Nicholas; therefore,
nothing is known for certain about him. However, through
the years, dating back to the fourth century, it has been
passed down that there once existed a man named
Nicholas whose life was so faithful and hopeful for the
world that he should never be forgotten.

The time in which Nicholas would have lived was a period
of great persecution for Christianity within the Roman
Empire. The Catholic Church claims that Nicholas became a
well-known and loved bishop, but let's not misunderstand.
Bishops and Christian leaders were often tortured during
this time, given the choice between renouncing the faith
and death. Being a bishop wouldn't have meant a life of
fancy clothes and parades of adoring followers in the
streets. It would likely have meant being a target,
somewhat of an outlaw, forced to live in the shadows and
navigate life in secret. This means that Nicholas would have
been a remarkable person with a remarkable faith,
unyielding to any truth but the truth of God in Christ.

But what made his life's story transcend time? It was his
generosity. Yet, if we look at the facts, the most reliable tale
about his life seems to be the simple story of his generosity
to a poor man and his three daughters. Nicholas provided
the dowry for the three girls to save them from a life of
disrepute. But, yesterday, | saw a Sandy Sansing commercial
(you know, the car dealer) talking about how much he does
for the poor every Christmas, and he does like a thousand
times that of St. Nicholas every year! What gives?

The answer to me seems clear. Although some claim he was
a rich man, | think the story suggests otherwise. Living in a
time when his own life was difficult and his future was
insecure, living depending upon the grace of God to see him

Sansing) giving out of his abundance that which
he really did not need. It is the story of a desperate man
whose faith enabled him to hope more in God, to trust
more in God than in the power of gold for his future.

Put simply, what has made his life's story transcend time is
the fact that Saint Nicholas' life is a testimony of one who
hoped in the right things — for him, it was God above gold.
He reminds me that so much of my life, joy, and fulfillment
today depends on where | put my hope. In the simple story
of his giving of his own well-being to help another, | am
reminded how, if | hope in my wealth to provide for me in
this life, if | hope in success or renown in this life, if | hope in
popularity or anything in this life above the love of God and
neighbor, then my hope will fade like the setting sun, and |
will be left in the dark and cold.

But if | can, like Nicholas, not think myself more important
than | am, and if | can, in the moment of decision,
remember where my true hope resides and act out of hope
in God and compassion for my neighbor, then my life's
story too can be one that transcends the time of my own
existence. | can have ripple effects in the lives of all whom |
come into contact with. Maybe we will not have songs with
reindeer written about us, and hopefully, people will not
leave out cookies for us everywhere we go. But seeking
such a life is indeed our calling and, therefore, the key to
living a happy Christmas and a great year all the years of
our lives.

This year, when | hear the sound of bells associated with
Christmas, | imagine that maybe, after Nicholas had given
away his coins to save those girls, he learned to be happy
with the sound of bells over the sound of coins in his
pockets. Now, the sound of Christmas bells serves as a
reminder to take notice of what and in whom | am placing
my hope.

RPD+



|esieayay Jioy) - wdgr:9
VYV - wdsTig
s|laqpueH - wdog:g

vV - wdgTig
(T D) SIN02S 119 - wdpE:g

%"...._....\N,IJM

N

At

[ o) - dwv) wpom o

6¢ 8¢

| )y ot

72%9)) 224J)
(] ugsry) G

(wy ssou) AjoH) aue) 9\ - WeQQ:TT
uadQ AJesqi] :wdpg:gT - wepo:6

(wy yinop) dnouo yov - wdpo:9

|esieayay Jioy) - wdgr:9
VYV - wdsT:9

1Y3IN 43304 - wdoo:9
sll3qpueH - wdog:g

sasse|) 1@ 4auulg wdog:g

(€ wy) 19¥seg s JedeH - weQQ:0T
diysiop - wepo:0tT vV - wdsTig

uadQ Aseaq] - wdpQ:9 - WegT:6 | (T J) SIN0dS JID - wdpg:g
Aued pooq — weQQ:6 ooung - wdog:g

dnouo yov - wdpo:9
(T 2) s1n03S 19 - widpg:g

(gnpo dwess) Aya100s
J1j91e|1yd BjodeSUdd - wdQQ:{

¢ " - dw) epam,
anp vafy, ™) TE
siy3jpue) |euonpel) - wdoo:0T

AnineN 3
jueaded s,uaipjiyd
diysiopn Ajiweq - wdoo:s

diysiopn annejdwauo) - wepe:0t
onp WY 1T

s|oJe) pue suossa - wdpo:g

212N 1UIBS/INOH 930D - WeGH:TT
diysiom - weQe:0T

uado Aeuqr] :wd GT:2T - WesT:6
1sepjeasg snoiaq - wWep:6
diysiop - weQQ:g

anoqy 33s :S3ISSV1I

€¢

44 YN Y5 1T

114 g 6T

8T

ony 9Q broprvgep)
GIVD,) U useI T
gropy 4

|esieayay Jioy) - wdgT:9

sasse|) 1@ Jouulq wdpg:s

(€ wy) 19yseg s edeH - weQQ:0T spuali4
diysiop - weQQ:0T | euolssedwo) - wdpg:9
uadQ Aseuqri - wdpQ:9 - WesT:6 VvV - wdgT:9

dnou yov - wdoo:9
(T 2) sIn0ds 419 - wdog:g

(gnpo dwess) Ayaioos

SB|0DIN 1UIBS/ JNOH 930D - WeGH:TT
diysiom - weQe:0T

uadQ AJeaqi wd GT:ZT - WegT:6
1sepyjealg snoplag - Wepo:6
diysiop - weQo:8

uadQ Aeaq] :wdpeg:ZT - Wepo:6 | (wy yinoA) dnouo yov - wdoo:9 VYV - wdgTig Aljued pood — weQQ:6 | (T J) SIN03S |19 - WdQE:S | d1|93e|lyd e]02esUdd - WdQD: anoqy 33s :$ISSV1D
@ v 7408 b))
1 ST T €1 [4) 1T G 7Py ot
Supen

(wy ssou) AjoH) a1e) 9\ - WeQQ:TT
uadQ Aseaqry :wdQg:ZT - Wepo:6
(swoH s el einjAs)
Sury ays Jo sivySneq - wepo:6
(I1eH Ja1uen)
M3JpUY "1S JO pooylayloig - wepQ:g

(wy yinop) dnouo yIv - wdpo:9
Aued Aisap - wdog:g

|esaeayay Jioy) - wdsgT:9
VY - wdgTig

9SNOH 3|V S, 431N
Jauuig M23 - wdoo:9
s||aqpueH - wdog:g

sasse[) g Jouulg wdog:s

(€ wy) 12xjseg s JedeH - weQQ:0T
diysiom - wepQ:0T

uadQ AJeuaqiq - wdpQ:9 - WesT:6 VvV - wdgT:9
Anued pood — weQQ:6 | (T J) SIN0IS 1D - wdoE:g

ej0oesuad 1SNr - wdoo:9
dnouo yov - wdoo:9
(T ) s¥IN02S 419 - wdog:s

(gn)p dweas) Aya1oos
21133e|1yd e|odesudd - wdpo:y

peaiqJasuin/ JNOH 99y0) - WesH:TT
diysiop - weQe:0T

uadQ AJeaqr :wd GT:ZT - WesT:6
1seyjealg snoplag - Wepo:6
diysiop - weQo:8

anoqy 33s :S3ISSV1I

29 GV W buryo)yf provyetag
6 e g, 8| Pewaq MIR L 9 S 14 [ Feorpy €
N0 WYS3IN saualed - wdoo:s
(421ueT) syesd AjuaneaH - wepQ:0T
uadQ Aseaqr :wdQeg:zT - wepo:6 | (wy yinoa) dnouo yovy - wdoo:9
770 YoN, 27
Q Jo0LPY) T T
AVadN.Lvs AVASYNHL AVASINAIM Avasini AVANOIN AVANNS

Ansiuiy s,uaappiy) - wdgt:g
JA3 - dnouo yino, - wdst:9g
sse[d 3npy - wdst:9
A1dsanN - wdgo:9

Jauuig yaany) - wdog:g

SIYSIN Aepsaupam

Ansiuiy s,uaap|iy) - wesge:6

(1adey)) sarpnis s,uswop - Wesge:6

(wy ssou) AjoH) dnouo wopsip 9yl - wess:p
(491ue) uoneso|dx3 Atesodwaluo) - wege:6
Jooyds Aepung JA3 - we O€:6

A1asinp - wegeg:6

sasse|) Aepung

weaJls anI 1g diysiop Uosiad uj — Wege:QT
weaJls anI 13 diysiopn uosiad u| — wepQ:g

diysiom Aepung




AGES 3-11

PIZZA DINNER
PROVIDED
& A CHRISTMAS
KEEPSAKE WILL
BE MADE
TOGETHER * [

CHECK IN @THE .
CHAPEL

@ SIGN UP
2 NO LATER THAN 11728
2 IN CHURCH CONNECT
% OR THE NARTHEX

at the Lakeview Center by selecting an ang
from the tree in the narthex and gifting them'

imagination soar and make a lasting
impact this season.

toys under the tree no later than

COFFEE HOUR, DECEMBER 3RD

Come Decorate a house or a
cookie as we enioy a
traditional favorite

thank you!
Thanks to your support,

HAGAR'S BASKET

has donated to 12 local schools from August -November

#107 full size toiletry bags # 42 pairs of shoes
#36 coats # 33 pks underwear/ diapers
# 20 laundry detergents # 14 backpacks

Along with socks, wipes, masks, etc

MERRY

WE'RE THANKFUL FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

. crown making e cinnamon rolls
‘e photo-op e hot cocoa e

Holy Cross
Episcopal
Church Women

MILLER'S
ALE-HOUSE

5906 N. Davis Hwy, Pensacola (next to Rooms To Go)
Thursday, December 7th at 6:00pm

Please join us for an evening of great food, fun, and fellowship
as we meet for dinner at Miller Ale House.

The more the merrier! Bring your female friends and neighbors.

For more info contact Lorrie Wilkinson. ~ *Signup is in the Narthex*

B COFFEE HOUR, DECEMBER 10TH ~

stockings e crafis @ hot cocoa
lester wrising e photo-—op e
cookie painting

a present that ignites their delight. Let your |

. Don't forget to place your unwrapped Vi .

December
Bothdayd

03 - Stephen Bell

03 - Rosemary Stoner
04 - Robin Polischuk
05 - Olga Stone

08 - Miche’le Henrixson
08 - Ethan Winn

10 - Leo Berger

11 - Sydney Doggrell
12 - Wendy Boyer

14 - Brad Brennan

14 - Art Harrison

14 - Lamar Parsley

17 - Tom Backes

17 - Ruth Walker

18 - Trista Miller

18 - Neill Sidebotham
19 - Marline Austin
22 - Doris Pemberton
23 - Steven Bonello
24 - Jacob Boyer

26 - Michael Schantz
28 - Stella Rose Dixon
28 - Ruth Goshorn

30 - Sarah Peacock
31 - Jaxson Coleman
31 - Nettie Umbreit
31 - John Walker

December
Anniversaries

09 - Pat & Linda Tillery
55 Years
27 - Ray & Clara Potter
65 Years
28 - Craig & Rachel Iversen
32 Years
30 - Steven Bonello & Anna Sons
2 Years
31 - Gwynneth & Edward Brockbank
31 Years
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(850) 477-8596
www.holycrosspensacola.org

Holy Cross Episcopal Church
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