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The Call of the Bells 
 

It's not that I'm a fuddy-duddy, as every 
"fuddy-duddy" claims about themselves. 
However, Amanda and I made the choice not 
to tell our children that Santa was real for our 
own reasons, and we haven't regretted it. Yet, 
if I had to do it over again, I would handle one thing 
differently. From the start, I would talk more to them about 
the real power behind the story of Saint Nicholas. 
 

It's worth noting that there are no historical documents 
attesting to the existence of Saint Nicholas; therefore, 
nothing is known for certain about him. However, through 
the years, dating back to the fourth century, it has been 
passed down that there once existed a man named 
Nicholas whose life was so faithful and hopeful for the 
world that he should never be forgotten. 
 

The time in which Nicholas would have lived was a period 
of great persecution for Christianity within the Roman 
Empire. The Catholic Church claims that Nicholas became a 
well-known and loved bishop, but let's not misunderstand. 
Bishops and Christian leaders were often tortured during 
this time, given the choice between renouncing the faith 
and death. Being a bishop wouldn't have meant a life of 
fancy clothes and parades of adoring followers in the 
streets. It would likely have meant being a target, 
somewhat of an outlaw, forced to live in the shadows and 
navigate life in secret. This means that Nicholas would have 
been a remarkable person with a remarkable faith, 
unyielding to any truth but the truth of God in Christ. 
 

But what made his life's story transcend time? It was his 
generosity. Yet, if we look at the facts, the most reliable tale 
about his life seems to be the simple story of his generosity 
to a poor man and his three daughters. Nicholas provided 
the dowry for the three girls to save them from a life of 
disrepute. But, yesterday, I saw a Sandy Sansing commercial 
(you know, the car dealer) talking about how much he does 
for the poor every Christmas, and he does like a thousand 
times that of St. Nicholas every year! What gives? 
 

The answer to me seems clear. Although some claim he was 
a rich man, I think the story suggests otherwise. Living in a 
time when his own life was difficult and his future was 
insecure, living depending upon the grace of God to see him 

through another day, and living as a person 
whose role and responsibility as a bishop 
seemed important and worthy of prioritizing 
above that of others, Nicholas took from his own 
pocket that which could have benefited him and 
gave it to another's need. The story of Nicholas 
is not the story of a rich man (no offense Sandy 
Sansing) giving out of his abundance that which 

he really did not need. It is the story of a desperate man 
whose faith enabled him to hope more in God, to trust 
more in God than in the power of gold for his future. 
 

Put simply, what has made his life's story transcend time is 
the fact that Saint Nicholas' life is a testimony of one who 
hoped in the right things – for him, it was God above gold. 
He reminds me that so much of my life, joy, and fulfillment 
today depends on where I put my hope. In the simple story 
of his giving of his own well-being to help another, I am 
reminded how, if I hope in my wealth to provide for me in 
this life, if I hope in success or renown in this life, if I hope in 
popularity or anything in this life above the love of God and 
neighbor, then my hope will fade like the setting sun, and I 
will be left in the dark and cold. 
 

But if I can, like Nicholas, not think myself more important 
than I am, and if I can, in the moment of decision, 
remember where my true hope resides and act out of hope 
in God and compassion for my neighbor, then my life's 
story too can be one that transcends the time of my own 
existence. I can have ripple effects in the lives of all whom I 
come into contact with. Maybe we will not have songs with 
reindeer written about us, and hopefully, people will not 
leave out cookies for us everywhere we go. But seeking 
such a life is indeed our calling and, therefore, the key to 
living a happy Christmas and a great year all the years of 
our lives. 
 

This year, when I hear the sound of bells associated with 
Christmas, I imagine that maybe, after Nicholas had given 
away his coins to save those girls, he learned to be happy 
with the sound of bells over the sound of coins in his 
pockets. Now, the sound of Christmas bells serves as a 
reminder to take notice of what and in whom I am placing 
my hope. 
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Our Weekly Activities & Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

 
 
 

December 
    Birthdays 

03 - Stephen Bell 
03 - Rosemary Stoner 
04 - Robin Polischuk 
05 - Olga Stone 
08 - Miche’le Henrixson 
08 - Ethan Winn 
10 - Leo Berger 
11 - Sydney Doggrell 
12 - Wendy Boyer 
14 - Brad Brennan 
14 - Art Harrison 
14 - Lamar Parsley 
17 - Tom Backes 
17 - Ruth Walker 
18 - Trista Miller 
18 - Neill Sidebotham 
19 - Marline Austin 
22 - Doris Pemberton 
23 - Steven Bonello 
24 - Jacob Boyer 
26 - Michael Schantz 
28 - Stella Rose Dixon 
28 - Ruth Goshorn 
30 - Sarah Peacock 
31 - Jaxson Coleman 
31 - Nettie Umbreit 
31 - John Walker 

 

 
 
 
December 
    Anniversaries 

 

09 - Pat & Linda Tillery   
    55 Years 
27 - Ray & Clara Potter 
    65 Years 
28 - Craig & Rachel Iversen  
    32 Years 
30 - Steven Bonello & Anna Sons 
    2 Years 
31 - Gwynneth & Edward Brockbank 
    31 Years 
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